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O Partner Communities in
friendly Guides

i -

Three communities within
BC participated In
research phase for the
city and rural and
remote guides.

%0 District of Saanich
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~ Premier’s Council on Aging At
and Seniors’ Issues ging

in British Columbia

~ The aging of our population will
affect every aspect of our society,
from families to workplaces to
community infrastructure.

~ Within next 10 years - fewer school-
age children than people over 65, and
more people retiring than entering
the workforce.

~ By 2031, over 1.3 million over 65.
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Steps Taken

~ BC Ministry of Health formed a partnership with the Union of
British Columbia Municipalities (UBCM), British Columbia
Parks and Recreation Association and 2010 Legacies Now.

~ Partnership developed with Centre on Aging, University of
Victoria, BC to conduct focus groups.

~ Competitive process - application and screening through
partnership selection committee to identify partner
communities.

~ Rural & Remote focus under 2,000 population and inclusive of
First Nations applications.

~s Research agreement signed by Mayors of communities.
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Steps Taken (cont.)

~s Seed grants of $5,000 to document and start implementing
findings from focus groups.

Partner Community Profiles

~= District of Saanich - Located southern tip of Vancouver
Island; Pop.=108,179; 16.9% are 65+; 5t largest municipality
In BC.

~ Village of Alert Bay - Located on Cormorant Island; Pop.=620
(1,400 on Island); predominantly Aboriginal Peoples; 4% are
65+; sea/air access.

~ Village of Lumby - Located in interior BC; Pop.=1,738; 14.6%
are 65+:; road access.
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Outcomes of Research Phase

~s [he District of Saanich and -
the Villages of Alert Bay
and Lumby quickly adopted
many of the suggested
actions from their focus
groups.

INFORMATION
FOR SENIORS

~ Led to many communities -
asking to be involved. Global Age-Friendly Cities Project
~ Guides, community reports

and actions shared |
throughout BC. R s
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Implementation Process

L]
~ BC has developed a €2 £$x
framework that supports the %% §§ $
implementation of Age- % @%&
friendly Communities iP5
in BC. Resources 'Age-friendly partne!
e i Communities
cm——— \  inBC 44
How Age-friendly Is Your Community? \}&\& o p,%g)?o@o '
P °“'*>é’;""‘9°"9
C& % QOQ,
3

A Guide for Local Governments To Getting Started " WWW.Sen i OrSi ncom m u n iti eS . Ca/age_fri end Iy


Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
The Province of B.C. has undertaken a number of key activities to support the implementation of age-friendly communities across the province. 

The flower on this slide depicts the age-friendly operational framework which includes seven priorities for action: 



An Age-friendly Communities Implementation Team has been recruited to directly assist and enable local governments (including regional districts and Aboriginal communities) to identify barriers and implement actions to create age-friendly communities. The Team recently launched the practical, step-by-step tool Age-Friendly Communities: A Guide for Local Governments to Getting Started. The Guide can be accessed in the ‘Document Library’ on the Age-Friendly website at: http://www.seniorsincommunities.ca/index.php. �

Many diverse partnerships have been developed, building on existing initiatives and structures. A Memorandum of Understanding for inter-agency coordination and collaboration was established between the Ministry of Health Services, the Union of British Columbia Municipalities, 2010 Legacies Now and the B.C. Recreation and Parks Association to support the creation of integrated age-friendly and disability-friendly communities �

A Provincial Age-friendly Leadership Network has been established to bring together leaders who are in positions to influence change to support the creation of age-friendly communities. The Network consists of approximately 20 leaders of business, financial, professional, government, Aboriginal, service, and community/older people organizations with a mandate to advise on the most effective approaches to achieve age-friendly goals province-wide.�

The Ministry is also encouraging local governments and regional districts to commit to age-friendly community planning in their Official Community Plans and update bylaws that will enable older people to age in their homes and neighbourhoods for as long as possible. Recently, the Provincial Cabinet provided direction that all appropriate funding grants are to include a criteria for senior-friendly and disability-friendly communities (e.g. Towns for Tomorrow, LocalMotion and the Green City Award) 



A community of practice is being established to connect communities across BC with each other and with expert peers, to encourage collaboration, information exchange, and the sharing of promising practices. This will be achieved through resources such as the website, newsletter and also through local forums.�

In addition to a community of practice, the Province is developing and expanding on various programs to ensure that older people have greater mobility and access to age-friendly services province wide. Examples include the Public Transit Infrastructure Program, HandyDART Program, and the Mature Drivers Program  �

Finally, an evaluation framework will be developed with inclusion of performance indicators to evaluate the process and the outcomes of the Age-friendly Communities initiative. These indicators will build on those already developed for a Healthy Built Environment. 



�


2

Ministry of
BRITISH - R
COLUMBIA H"ﬂlfh}' Living
.”'l-:' ]-;,-_-..[ |:'|.'4|.-'.' i |!':i:'|!|'| a. ]1d b })DIT

Funding Approaches

~ Dialogue, pilot and
community planning grants B Ee) /ot ie gaEelnglolngel,'
available through UBCM.

~ BC Government goal to
build seniors-friendly
and disability-friendly
communities.

~ Complementary grants
through Measuring Up,
Active Communities, BC T, | P
Healthy Communities etc. GREEN CITY

\ o¥% T u e
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Partnership Development

~ Formal & & >
partnership ~
N 4 Sf )
UgUS . L TE— | NOW_g) “The Best Place on Earth
~ P rOVi nCial Age- MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
friendly BETWEEN
Leadership sl Clp L S
2010 LEGACIES NOW SOCIETY (2010 L N
Network THE BRITISH CDLL[III:'IGBII_A RECREATION ANDI IIE'-"AR;(;ASSG];:IATIDN (BCRPA)
established In Ulngjperiiosl
Dec 2007 REGARDING
- ( ; INTER-AGENCY COLLABORATION AND COORDINATION ON IMPLEMENTATION

OF AGE-FRIENDLY COMMUNITY GUIDES J
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O Partner Communities in
Age-friendly Guides

@ Expressed interest in becoming
a Partner Community

@ Seniors Housing & Support % "
Initiative Age-friendly ] A
Projects %
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Evaluation — Towards 2010

~ Collation of evaluation reports from pilot funding grants.

~ Environmental Scan of Community Readiness for an Aging
Population.

~ Official Community Plan, Regional Growth Strategy, and
Council Resolution monitoring.

~ Engagement with Age-friendly Communities Implementation
Team.

~ Development of Age-friendly Communities Indicators
- e.g. BC Healthy Built Environment Alliance.

~= Social Pillar of Sustainability.
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Lessons Learned

gt

Partnerships are KEY.

Do your homework - find out what is already going on in the
community?

Local Champions are KEY.

From the communities -
What Have We Learned... How to Be Age-Friendly

Involve: Encourage meaningful participation of older persons

Listen: Utilize responsive planning and development
practices

Build: Create accessible and appropriate infrastructure

Communicate: Improve access to information and build
relationships

Partner: It takes a whole community to be age-friendly!
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Next Steps

~s Further development of tools and resources for local
governments and other partners.

~ New rounds of grant funding with an enhanced focus on age-
friendly community planning support.

~ Strategic partnerships with other community development
approaches - e.g. Measuring Up, BC Healthy Communities.

~ Develop a stronger focus on First Nation communities.
~ Provincial summit on age-friendly.

~ An Age-friendly Communities Charter for BC.

~s Enabling seniors to take a leadership role.
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Conclusion

~ The Age-friendly Communities approach
supports many of the BC Government

objectives, namely: SENIORS IN BmmH oLumA
~ British Columbians leading healthy, active
lifestyles;

- Healthy People, Healthy Communities; and
~ Positive Aging

~ Older People are taking a leadership role “nothing for us
without us”

DON'T PLAN FOR SENIORS - PLAN WITH SENIORS

www.seniorsincommunities.ca/age-friendly
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