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香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

玫瑰, 不管換個什麼名字, 還是一樣的芬芳。 人類, 不論是什麼膚色, 應有一樣的尊嚴。

A rose, no matter how its name is changed, is still fragrant.
Humans, no matter what their colors are, have the same dignity.

Language Policy 
for Non-Chinese Speaking (NCS) Students

Mandy Cheuk   2015.08.13

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

 Established in March 2001
(One-woman organization)

 Incorporated as a Ltd Co. 
and Charitable Org. in 
2005

1. About Hong Kong Unison

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

We Believe 
 people are born equal 

Our Mission

 To promote racial equality

 To promote cross racial & cultural awareness 
and appreciation

 To provide social services

We serve: 

 Hong Kong ethnic minority residents, especially 
children and youths from working class 

1. About Hong Kong Unison
香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

2. Major difficulties of NCS students 
in HK Education system
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Chinese LearningChinese Learning

NO suitable Chinese learning curriculum

中國語文是學習各門學問的基礎，而語
文學習必須在學生的母語基礎上發展。

香 港 融 樂 會
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Chinese LearningChinese Learning

• Mainstream curriculum falsely assumes 
all students’ mother tongue is Chinese

•Different learning needs Eg. Intonations, stokes etc

• Adapted curricula in many schools too easy 
+ no benchmarks

•Students may learn NOTHING new in class

香 港 融 樂 會
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NO suitable Chinese learning curriculum
International exam:

eg. GCSE

University/
Tertiary Education

No recognition 
of Chinese 

Exams

Still have 
difficulties in 
finding jobs:

Chinese Chinese 
ability too lowability too low

Regression in Chinese 
if no chance to practice

Chinese LearningChinese Learning
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中文作為第二語言政策

“Chinese as a Second Language” curriculum 

HKDSE

GCSE

Student grade-level

Student Chinese ability Chinese students

Ethnic minority 
students

P.1

S.6

Chinese as a second 
language Curriculum

3. Education issues of Ethnic Minority
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WHAT ARE THE CURRENT POLICIES WHAT ARE THE CURRENT POLICIES 
THAT HELP NCS STUDENTS?THAT HELP NCS STUDENTS?

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong UnisonEducation Policy

1. CSL Framework

2. School choices 
- ‘bilingual school profile and 
Appendix 3’

3. Alternative Chinese

4. Subsidy to schools

5. Applied Learning(ApL) Chinese
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中文作為第二語言政策

“Chinese as a Second Language” curriculum 

HKDSE

GCSE

Student grade-level

Student Chinese ability Chinese students

Ethnic minority 
students

P.1

S.6

Chinese as a second 
language Curriculum
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1. Chinese-as-a-second-
language (CSL) 

Framework



4

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

TEST

Chinese LEVEL

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 Level 6 Level 7 Level 8

L
v1

a

L
v1

b

L
v1

c

L
v1

d

How?

when?

L
v8

c
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1. CSL Framework
Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 Level 6 Level 

7
Level 8

L
v1

a

L
v1

b

L
v1

c

L
v1

d

L
v8

c

Lv5Lv1
Lv2 Lv2

Lv2 Lv2
Lv3

Lv2

Lv3

Lv2

What level will the teacher teach?

CSL FrameworkCSL Framework
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CSL FrameworkCSL Framework

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 Level 6 Level 
7

Level 8

L
v1

a

L
v1

b

L
v1

c

L
v1

d

L
v8

c

What do you think 
about this framework?

What is lacking?

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison2. School Choices

– ‘Bilingual’ School Profile & Appendix 3

English version
only available online
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Kindergarten Profile

School ProfileSchool Profile
香 港 融 樂 會
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School ProfileSchool Profile

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

Primary/ Secondary school profile? 
 only printed in Chinese version

School ProfileSchool Profile
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Eg. A primary school in YMT

School ProfileSchool Profile
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Eg. A primary school in YMT

School ProfileSchool Profile
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Eg. A primary school in YMT

School ProfileSchool Profile

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

School ProfileSchool Profile
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School selectionSchool selection

Cannot use Chinese as Learning Medium

What school list will it direct parents to?

Appendix 3
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School ProfileSchool Profile

Misleading information…

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

3. Alternative Chinese 

for University Application (JUPAS)

1. Does University require Chinese 
subject during admission?

2. What if a student didn’t take 
DSE Chinese?

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

http://www.jupas.edu.hk/en/j4/applications/application-procedures/submission-of-oq/alternative-chinese

Alternative Chinese for 
University Admission

Alternative Chinese for 
University Admission 香 港 融 樂 會

Hong Kong Unison

HKDSE

GCSE

Student grade-level

Student Chinese ability Chinese students

Ethnic minority 
students

P.1

S.6

Alternative Chinese for 
University Admission

Alternative Chinese for 
University Admission

GCSE(P.2 to P.3), 
GCE AS/ AL (junior secondary)

This Chinese lever is enough to get into University, 

but is it enough for your future?
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Alternative Chinese for 
University Admission

Alternative Chinese for 
University Admission 香 港 融 樂 會

Hong Kong Unison4. Subsidy to Schools

Schools with 
10+ EM 
students

$800,000 -
$1500,000

香 港 融 樂 會
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What should the school use this 
money for? 

Is it important for parents to know 
how school use the money?

Hire teaching assistant, tutorial 
classes, make teaching materials etc

Subsidy to schoolsSubsidy to schools
香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison5. Applied Learning (ApL) Chinese

F.3 -> F.4
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More practical:

Service and catering 

Industry

Organized by:
Baptist University 

and the Hong Kong 

College of Technology

Applied Learning ChineseApplied Learning Chinese
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News on ApL (Chinese)

Applied Learning ChineseApplied Learning Chinese

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

News on ApL (Chinese)

35

Applied Learning ChineseApplied Learning Chinese

“Just 150 pupils from 15 schools, out of the 
approximately 1,200 eligible, had enrolled”

“school decided not to enroll pupils because it was 
concerned about the quality of the course instructors”

“ instructors "don't have a lot of experience teaching 
Chinese to non-Chinese-speaking pupils”

“only piecemeal support to students”

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong UnisonEducation Policy

1. CSL Framework

2. School choices 
- ‘bilingual school profile and 
Appendix 3’

3. Alternative Chinese

4. Subsidy to schools

5. Applied Learning(ApL) Chinese

Is this useful?

Why do I need to know about this?

What can I do in my work?
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There is a lot of problems in Education 
system for Ethnic minority students. You 
have to do something!

Its parental choice and they like it. 
(1) They like to go to schools with mostly NCS students
(2) they do not want to learn Chinese.

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

What can we do to change the situation?

Know the 
resources

Aware of the 
policy/ 
system

Ask for 
feedback

Encourage 
them to 

speak out 
in different 
platform

Tutorial Class

Family outings

Ways to engage with the community: Ways to engage with the community: 

香 港 融 樂 會
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1. Is it parents’ concern?

Know the 
resources

Aware of the 
policy/ 
system

Ask for 
feedback

Encourage 
them to 

speak out 
in different 
platform

2. What are the difficulties?

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong UnisonResources for ethnic minority

1. Compile EM resources

2. Survival kit for F.6 students

3. CSL curriculum details

4. Unison talk

5. This PowerPoint

6. Further discussion on issue -
[Concern Group]

Leave your contact info to us
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Thank You!

Q&A
香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

玫瑰, 不管換個什麼名字, 還是一樣的芬芳。 人類, 不論是什麼膚色, 應有一樣的尊嚴。

A rose, no matter how its name is changed, is still fragrant.
Humans, no matter what their colors are, have the same dignity.

Contact information 

Tel: 27893246
project@unison.org.hk


