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香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

玫瑰, 不管換個什麼名字, 還是一樣的芬芳。 人類, 不論是什麼膚色, 應有一樣的尊嚴。

A rose, no matter how its name is changed, is still fragrant.
Humans, no matter what their colors are, have the same dignity.

Information and Tips 
for EM parents
from school selection to school support

Mandy Cheuk  2015.08.13

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

 Established in March 2001
(One-woman organization)

 Incorporated as a Ltd Co. 
and Charitable Org. in 
2005

About Hong Kong Unison

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

We Believe 
 people are born equal 

Our Mission

 To promote racial equality

 To promote cross racial & cultural awareness 
and appreciation

 To provide social services

We serve: 

 Hong Kong ethnic minority residents, especially 
children and youths from working class 

About Hong Kong Unison
香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

How do Chinese parents choose 
a good school for their children?

How is it different from 
Ethnic minority parents?
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香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

1. Relatively care less about 
kindergarten education?

‘Child only play at young age, so it doesn’t 
matter which KG they do to’

Do EM parents…

‘ I like that school because my friend’s 
child is studying there.’

2. Tends to put their children in 
schools which already have 
many EM students?

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

3. Don’t care about Education?

‘Teaching my child is teacher’s job. 
I will not help his homework or study 
at home.’

Do EM parents…

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong UnisonWhat research shows…

Parents want child to learn 
Chinese from young age in 

Chinese environment.

[Public acceptance]

[Parents language]

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

‘We prefer parents who can speak 
Cantonese/ know Chinese’

‘We treat everyone the same: your child also 
have to go through interview in Chinese’

You have to find your own interpreter as we 
will not translate anything.’

We are local kindergarten, if you want English you 
should go to INTERNATIONAL KG.

You should go to English kindergarten as your 
child will not be able to learn in Chinese
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香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

‘We prefer parents who can speak 
Cantonese/ know Chinese’

‘We treat everyone the same: your child also 
have to go through interview in Chinese’

You have to find your own interpreter as we 
will not translate anything.’

We are local kindergarten, if you want English you 
should go to INTERNATIONAL KG.

You should go to English kindergarten as your 
child will not be able to learn in Chinese

As parents are not familiar 
with the Edu system, they may 
only apply 1-2 kindergarten...

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

‘We prefer parents who can speak 
Cantonese/ know Chinese’

‘We treat everyone the same: your child also 
have to go through interview in Chinese’

You have to find your own interpreter as we 
will not translate anything.’

We are local kindergarten, if you want English you 
should go to INTERNATIONAL KG.

You should go to English kindergarten as your 
child will not be able to learn in Chinese

1. Late for kindergarten admission

2. End up in kindergarten which is 
concentrated with NCS students..

Affect Primary school admission

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong UnisonTypes of school- Composition

‘Mainstream school’ ‘Designated school’

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

Entering Entering designated designated 
schoolschool is NOT parental is NOT parental 
choice…choice…
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香 港 融 樂 會
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Lack of school information…Lack of school information…

English version
only available online

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

Kindergarten Profile

School ProfileSchool Profile

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

School ProfileSchool Profile
香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

Primary/ Secondary school profile? 
 only printed in Chinese version

School ProfileSchool Profile



5

香 港 融 樂 會
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Eg. A primary school in YMT

School ProfileSchool Profile
香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

Eg. A primary school in YMT

School ProfileSchool Profile

Refer to school website

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

School selectionSchool selection

Cannot use Chinese as Learning Medium

What school list will it direct parents to?

Appendix 3

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

School ProfileSchool Profile

Misleading information…
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香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

After getting in After getting in pripri/sec school…/sec school…

How is his 
Chinese 
level? How’s my 

child’s 
learning in 

school?
Will I be able 
to talk to 
teachers?

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

How to find out if schools 
are teaching good Chinese?

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

123 Secondary school 

How to know if schools are teaching good Chinese?

ABC Secondary school 

Whose Chinese is 
better?

Asma Osama

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

123 Secondary school 

1. GCSE Chinese Exam = 
P.2-3 Chinese level

More info…

Asma

2. Mainstream primary 
school  designated 
secondary school:
may learn lower level 
Chinese
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ABC Secondary school 

More info…

1. Mainstream secondary 
school: Learn with 
Chinese students

Osama

2. DSE Exam = F.6 level 
Chinese

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

ABC Secondary school 

Whose 
Chinese

is better?

OsamaAsma

123 Secondary school 

Which 
school 
teaches 
better 

Chinese?

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

ABC Secondary school 

OsamaAsma

123 Secondary school 

Getting good MarksGetting good Marks

≠≠ Better ChineseBetter Chinese

Important message for parents:
香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong UnisonOther Possible concern of NCS parents…

- Procedure of applying 

DSS school

Area you can explore:

Eg. Can apply both?

- School list: know more 

about the school

- Still have choices in 

Central allocation
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香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong UnisonOther Possible concern of NCS parents…

Area you can explore:

- What are the religion 
activity?

- Have they talk to school?
(may need staff to help explaining that 
this is not ‘personal choice’)

- EOC uniform guide!
http://www.eoc.org.hk/EOC/Upload/
booklets/schoolUniform/2014_02.pdf

- Any adjustment?

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong UnisonOther Possible concern of NCS parents…

- Extra help from school?

Area you can explore:

- School list -> list out MOI 
of schools

Eg. Tutorial classes

- Communication with 
schools Eg. At lease understand 

school notice orally 

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong UnisonDifficulties of EM parents…

1. Access to school information 

2. Lack of choices in selecting schools

3. Not familiar with education system 
and trend

4. Cannot get involve in child’s 
education

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong UnisonParents considerations…

• Location

• Possible school promotion

• Reputation

• Medium of instruction

• Language enhancement - English

• Extra curricular activities

• School environment/ facilities

• School Fee

• No. of homework
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• Students composition?
(Chinese to NCS students ratio

• Can I Communication with teachers?

• Any teaching assistant in school?

• Notice language?

• Religion of school?

• Cantonese or Putonghua?

• Extra support to NCS students 
in Chinese learning

And... (For NCS parents)

• Chinese level? (GCSE/ DSE/ GCE AS/AL)

Where can I find 
these information?

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

Call the school directly

School website

School profile

School guide
eg. 選校王

Online forum

Talk to parents
of that school

Friends/
relatives

- Language issues…
- Lack of information

Where can parents find 
school information?

- Only Chinese!

- Only Chinese!

- Cantonese speaking…

- Limited information

- May not answer in phone…
- Misleading information…Open day

- No info

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong UnisonWhat can NGOs do?

Walk into the community 
and listen to their problems

Explain the current
resources/ system

Link resources/ 
people together

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong UnisonWhat can NGOs do?

Fill the missing part
eg. Call the schools by staffs

Share information/
wisdom they know

Individual problems
vs. collective issues?
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香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong UnisonWhat can NGOs do? 香 港 融 樂 會

Hong Kong UnisonWhat can NGOs do?

Awareness raising:

‘I have many 
difficulties’

‘We all face 
similar 

problems’

‘WHY‘WHY do we 
have these 
barriers?’

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong UnisonUnison’s example…

Outreach
Parents talk Resources

Concern group
on specific issues

School info list
call individual schools

Make themselves heard
Hope to bring changes

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong UnisonWhat Unison can offer

1. Parents talk on different issues

2. Staffs awareness on EDU/ 
discrimination related issues

3. Cases follow up 
(Education or service loop-holes)

4. Comments and updates on 
education policy

Resources
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41

LIKE our Facebook to keep yourself updated

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong UnisonIf you want to know more…

42

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong UnisonResources for ethnic minority

1. Compile EM resources

2. Survival kit for F.6 students

3. CSL curriculum details

4. Unison talk details

5. This PowerPoint

6. Further discussion on issue -
[Concern Group]

Leave your contact info to us

香 港 融 樂 會
Hong Kong Unison

玫瑰, 不管換個什麼名字, 還是一樣的芬芳。 人類, 不論是什麼膚色, 應有一樣的尊嚴。

A rose, no matter how its name is changed, is still fragrant.
Humans, no matter what their colors are, have the same dignity.

Contact information 

Tel: 27893246
project@unison.org.hk
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Thank You!

Q&A


