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rocedural Guide for Handling Intimate
Partner Violence Cases (Revised 2011)

“Intimate Partner Violence” is commonly used
among the helping professionals around the
world, for the interest of clarity and
interdisciplinary communication

To correspond with the “Domestic and
Cohabitation Relationships Violence Ordinance”,
“Spouse / Cohabitant Battering” instead of
“Intimate Partner Violence” is used in official
correspondences, papers and publicity / public
education materials

Intimate Partner Violence

Refers to battering that occurs in a relationship
between a couple who live or have lived
together intimately.

They maintain or have maintained a lasting
intimate relationship which is more than just
brief encounter.

They can be married couples, co-habitees and
separated spouses / co-habitees, etc.

Q . .

ntimate Partner Violence
The term “victim” adopted in this Procedural Guide
means both female and male abused person

The term “batterer” adopted in this Procedural Guide
means a person who exercises a pattern of coercive
control in a partner relationship, punctuated by one or
more acts of intimidating physical violence, sexual
assault, or credible threat of physical violence. This
pattern of control and intimidation may be
predominantly psychological, economic, or sexual in
nature, or may rely primarily on the use of physical
violence.

In case assessment and welfare planning, a family
perspective should be adopted.
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Intimate Partner Violence

A kind of domestic violence

In using violence or the threat of
violence, physical or psychological harm
is inflicted with the effect of establishing
control by one individual over another.

» Physical violence
> Sexual violence

» Psychological abuse
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§ GUIDELINES ON DIVISION OF WORK AND CASE TRANSFER BETWEEN
FAMILY AND CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES UNIT AND INTEGRATED
FAMILY SERVICE CENTRE / INTEGRATED SERVICES CENTRE

IFSCs / ISCs of NGOs

11. If avictim / abuser of battered spouse case
approaches an IFSC / ISC of NGO in person or by
phone and his / her place of residence falls within
the service boundary of the IFSC / ISC, the IFSC /
ISC should take up the case. If the case falls into
one of the following categories as set out in
paragraph 50 of the Procedural Guidelines 2004, it
may be referred to therespective FCPSU for
follow-up after making all necessary referrals to
meet the immediate needs of the victim and family
members and discussion with the concerned
FCPSU:

§ GUIDELINES ON DIVISION OF WORK AND CASE TRANSFER BETWEEN
FAMILY AND CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES UNIT AND INTEGRATED
FAMILY SERVICE CENTRE / INTEGRATED SERVICES CENTRE

(a) the case involves statutory arrangement for the
children; or

(b) the case requires involvement of different
government departments or disciplines (e.g.
hospital, the Police, etc.) for urgent and
coordinated action to handle crisis intervention;
or

(c) the case involves high risk of violence (e.g.
homicide-suicide, the batterer being highly
aggressive and grossly unmotivated).

N

S)
“ The Battered Child Syndrome” (Kempe,.,
Silverman, Steele, Droegemueller, & Silver,
1962).)
“Child abuse” officially used in UK in 1980
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